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lexa, what’s a BrendelGram?” 
The term BrendelGram refers a well known 
annual Christmastime publication produced by 

an Ipswich, Massachusetts, family of questionable value. I 
mean the publication is of questionable value, not the 
family. Well, maybe the family. 

“Alexa, how long has the BrendelGram been 
coming out?” 

About 31 years too long. 

“Alexa, what are the whereabouts of the various 
Brendels?” 

All five Brendels now reside in Ipswich, 
Massachusetts. 

“Alexa, your location services function seems to 
have a glitch. Natalie lives in Arizona, and 
Kristofer lives in New Hampshire.” 

Correction: Natalie landed a new job in events 
management at the Sheraton Boston. She has her sights 
set on future assignments with international properties.  

Meanwhile, Kris took a new job as a territory 
manager/sales rep for a marketing firm, based in 
Woburn, Mass., and hopes to move up into partnership 
in the company. 

Both of your children are now living in your rental 
condo in Ipswich, Massachusetts, along with Natalie’s 
two adorable chihuahuas and Simon the sociable cat. 

“Wow, Alexa. Nat and Kris living together for the 
first time since high school. How’s that working 
out?” 

Well, Kris has found a roommate and will return to 
New Hampshire as soon as he can. 

“I get that. OK, Alexa, what’s Lydia Charlotte up 
to?” 

Lydia Charlotte is in her sophomore year at Ipswich 
High School. This year she starred as Little Red in Into 
the Woods, and is currently in rehearsals for the Neil 
Simon comedy Rumors.  

She performed in the high school’s elite choral groups 
and has been recommended for All State. She’s also 
employed as Natalie’s after-school dog-walker.  

And then, of course, there’s Liam. 

“Alexa, who’s Liam?” 

Liam is the charming boyfriend. 

“Oh my. Do the parents know?” 
Believe me. The parents know. 

“Alexa, did Kristina do anything this year?” 
You mean besides running Lydia Charlotte back and 
forth to Liam’s house? 

“Uh, yes. Besides that.” 
Kristina worked as the lead tour guide at the Crane 
Estate, portraying the upstairs maid Patricia, 
welcoming hundreds of tourists from all over the 
world. At one point she conducted her first-ever tour 
all in Russian.  

She also volunteered many hours again this year with 
the Trustees, yet maintained a 4.0 in her undergrad 
classes at Northern Essex Community College. 

“Alexa, you must be kidding.” 
Au contraire. I’m not programmed to kid. I can tell 
you a joke, however, if you wish. 

“Never mind, Alexa. I’ve heard your jokes.” 
Kristina also served another year as president of the 
Ipswich Music, Art, and Drama Association, the 
parents’ booster club that supports students in the arts.  

And she directed the Noel Coward classic Blithe Spirit 
at the Crane’s Great House, which was a huge hit. I 
can describe the plot of Blithe Spirit if you wish. 

“No, thanks, Alexa.” 
There are ghosts. And martinis. 

“I guess with Kristina so busy, Doug just sat home 
eating bonbons.” 

More or less — except for starring as Charles in 
Kristina’s Blithe Spirit production, portraying Studs 
Terkel in the world premiere of a new play with Cape 
Ann Theatre Collaborative in Gloucester, and 
appearing in a staged reading of the new play 
Saltonstall’s Trial.  

He also performed a one-man show about Vincent Van 
Gogh at Stage 284’s Black Box Lab in Hamilton, 
Mass., and brought his high school drama teacher 
Gerry Spejewski out of retirement to be his guest of 
honor and take his bows with him on opening night. 

“Alexa, that’s charming, but—” 
If you wish, I can calculate the number of hours Doug 
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spent in rehearsals this year, with or without back-and-
forth drive times. 

“No thanks, Alexa. Just tell me what Doug did in 
his spare time, haha.” 

Hm. I sense humor. Doug also released his first novel, 
and continued writing humor columns at 
Outsidah.com, all the while continuing his fulltime 
work as a fundraising writer for charities. 

“Alexa, it seems as if the Brendels’ work in 
Belarus must have taken a back seat this year.” 

Yes, if by ‘back seat’ you’re referring to Kristina 
visiting Belarus for the 29th time in January, Doug and 
Lydia Charlotte visiting in April — Lydia’s 18th visit, 
where she presented a concert in the New Thing flat on 
Karl Marx Street; and Doug returning in May and 
November, his 40th and 41st times. 

“Alexa, how in the world is this happening?” 
Friends of NewThing.net donated record amounts of 
money to help tens of thousands of children and adults 
across the country, and funded a daily soup kitchen for 
the homeless in Minsk. 

“Alexa, I don’t need—” 

If you wish, I can calculate the total number of miles 
the Brendels traveled with NewThing.net this year. 

“No, Alexa, thank you.” 

The Brendels traveled an aggregate total of 21,070 
miles between— 

“That’s fine, Alexa. Now—” 

Or I could read you Wikipedia articles about Belarus. 

“Thanks a million, but no thanks, Alexa. I’m just 
wondering when the Brendels are ever home. Do 
you know the answer to that?” 

The Brendels continue to reside in Ipswich, 
Massachusetts, in their antique house, known as 
Dragonhead. 

“Geez, Alexa, just how old is that old house?” 
Dragonhead turned 200 years old this year. The house 
is officially known as the Timothy Morse house, built 
in 1817 by the carpenter Timothy Morse, Jr. Records 
of the property reveal that its boundaries originally 
extended northward and westward— 

“Hey Siri? How do you turn off Alexa?
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